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Eric Carle and Tomie dePaola: Author One-on-One is the creator, author, and illustrator of and
many other children’s books. is the author and illustrator of and countless other books. They
recently had a conversation about their careers as picture book authors. Tomie dePaola: When I
was only four years old, I announced to my family in particular and to the world in general that I
was going to become an artist, and write stories and draw pictures for books. I never swayed
from that early declaration. I’ve always been curious to know, what inspired you to become a
creator and illustrator of picture books?Eric Carle: My career began as a graphic designer and
for a number of years I worked as an art director for an advertising agency in New York. In the
mid 1960's Bill Martin, Jr. saw an ad of a red lobster that I had designed and asked me to
illustrate his Well, I was set on fire! I was so inspired by this book, and the opportunity to
illustrate it changed my life. After that, I started to create my own books, both words and pictures,
and really it was then that I had found my true course in life.Now, I have a question for you,
Tomie. How would you describe your artistic style, and has it changed over time?Tomie dePaola:
My illustration style is heavily influenced by folk art--strong simple shapes, bold lines, color,
color, color and a deceptive simplicity. My style began to develop early in art school, and through
the years, it hasn’t changed very much, but it has refined itself. How would you describe yours?
Eric Carle: My aim with my work is to simplify and refine, be logical and harmonious. I like to use
simple shapes, bright colors and a lot of white space. I write for the child inside of me. That is
always where I begin.Tomie dePaola: I do, as well. The only audience I keep in mind is that four-
year-old in me. People sometimes ask me what advice I would give to young artists. I always
think of the wonderful advice I received from my twin cousins when they were in art school in the
late '30s. They told me, “Practice, practice, practice and don’t copy.”Eric Carle: I often tell people
about the four magic letters: DO IT. I want to be encouraging but I can only offer the example of
my own experience, which is just one approach. There are many wonderful artists to learn about,
which is important. But you must use your own imagination. You have to just do it.Tomie dePaola:
How do you feel knowing that a copy of is sold every 30 seconds, somewhere in the world?Eric
Carle: It is hard for me, maybe for others too, to grasp this concept. But I am truly honored that
my story is enjoyed by so many and that it is now being shared by a generation of parents who
grew up with my book. How about your . She is one of your most popular characters. Can you
share how she came to be?Tomie dePaola: In the ‘70s when I was teaching at a college, we
were required to attend faculty meetings. I always sat in the back with a yellow legal pad.
Everyone thought I was taking notes. At one meeting a doodle appeared of a little lady with a big
nose and a big chin. I named her Strega Nona, and the rest is history. Speaking of history, how



will you be celebrating the third annual Very Hungry Caterpillar Day this year?Eric Carle: On The
Very Hungry Caterpillar Day, March 20th, I will probably be at home with my wife, Bobbie (I am a
bit of a hermit, actually). But I will be saying a little toast to the caterpillar for whom I have a
special place in my heart. And speaking of holidays, isn’t your favorite holiday Christmas. Do you
have a special Christmas memory?Tomie dePaola: Christmas is my favorite holiday. My favorite
Christmas was the one when I received tons and tons of art supplies: everything from an easel
to paints, pads and pads of paper, and “how to draw” books.About the AuthorEric Carle is
acclaimed and beloved as the creator of brilliantly illustrated and innovatively designed picture
books for very young children. His best-known work, The Very Hungry Caterpillar, has been
translated into 70 languages and sold over 55 million copies. Carle illustrated more than seventy
books, many best sellers, most of which he also wrote, and more than 170 million copies of his
books have sold around the world. In 2003, Carle received the Laura Ingalls Wilder Award (now
called the Children’s Literature Legacy Award) for lifetime achievement in children's literature. In
2002, Eric and his wife, Barbara, cofounded The Eric Carle Museum of Picture Book Art
(www.carlemuseum.org) in Amherst, Massachusetts, a 40,000-square-foot space dedicated to
the celebration of picture books and picture book illustrations from around the
world, underscoring the cultural, historical, and artistic significance of picture books and their art
form. Eric Carle passed away in May 2021 at the age of 91. His work remains an important
influence on artists and illustrators at work today. www.eric-carle.com
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Reader in the Pacific, “A Changeling?. Our 2 heroes return home at last. Needless to say, they
should have stayed at sea. Maturin’s daughter seems to have been touched by the fairies and is
mute untilPadeen converses with her in Irish!The action revolves around the Bight of Africa and
slavers.Diana’s words to Stephen on his return and the last in the book are” Stephen, you must
never go to sea any more.””

Tromba Prima, “Captain Aubrey and Dr. Stephen Maturin still have it!. This is one of the best, if
not the best, series of books I have ever read! Patrick O'Brian knew so much about the age of
fighting sail in Great Britain, and he brings it to the written page, along with living, breathing
characters. I feel as though I am there on the heaving deck fighting a storm as the green water
pours over the deck and the crew clutch the ropes to avoid being washed overboard, or a hot
frigate action as the guns roar and leap against their ropes and sailors and marines board the
enemy ship to capture her. O'Brian is a masterful author; if you have never read him you don't
know what you are missing!”

Kevin, “Strong start. I treasured the look into both Aubrey and Maturin that O'Brian gives us in
the beginning of the book. They are well rounded and so artfully portrayed on the pages that I
am caused to truly admire O'Brian's ability with a pen. This book has a depth the previous three
lacked in the beginning. By far, this is one of the strongest starts of the series. I understand why
O'Brian tried to extend the series and that it could only be done with trivial, or better said -
inconsequential addendums such as the previous three books but if I had my druthers I would
have edited the inconsequential out and finished the series with a complete book that is
currently number 21. I have noted the previous four books have been slightly leaning towards the
Stephen Maturin story but this one is more an equal Aubrey/Maturin novel. This one is strong
through about 2/3 of the book. I rated this story higher than the last few. I recommend it but be
prepared for the weaker finish.”

Ebook Library Reader, “The Commodore. I am not going to waste your time by gushing about
how wonderful Patrick O'Brian is. I'm willing to bet the vast majority of reviews before and after
this one are going to do that for me.Instead, I'll just mention that this novel works wonderfully
well as a standalone work. Exposition, explanation and backstory are handled masterfully (not
always the case in this series) and the wealth of scenes, characters and action absorb the
reader immediately into a rich, varied, uncertain and, above all, authentic Regency world.
Strangely, it is also this randomly chosen novel that had me scrabbling through bookstores to
find 'Master and Commander', in order to begin one of the most continuously satisfying literary
experiences of my entire life.For long time fans of the series this, like many of the later
instalments, is relatively short, but is nevertheless jam-packed with satisfyingly characteristic
moments from some of our favourite denizens of the Aubrey/Maturin universe.A standout entry



in an outstanding series.”

DaToad, “Awesome series of books. Awesome series of books if you are interested in sailing and
sailing warfare. Entertaining.”

Dragon jockey, “Win prizes, thwart the French. Enjoyable book, covers communication on patrol,
battles onshore and off, some romance. The depravity of those called gentlemen who ran slave
ships.”

Alex, “Another great book from the Aubrey Maturin series!. Amazing author and series. It’s a
shame he’s gone I don’t have many more in the series left. This book overall felt a little rushed to
wrap the story up. He didn’t quite go into the level of detail he typically does in the exciting bits
but I’m looking forward to the next one.”

R. Williams, “... should be required reading for anyone who loves a great story with compelling
characters. Every Patrick O'Brien novel - especially all of the Aubrey Maturin series - should be
required reading for anyone who loves a great story with compelling characters, adventure,
suspense and just the slightest touch of romance. Add to that that they are steeped in actual
history - based on the logbooks of the RN captains who sailed in the era about which he writes -
these are history lessons in the most entertaining form imaginable. Highest recommendation i
could possibly give.”

Clemens A. Schoonderwoert, “A Classic Commodore!. Read this book in 2009, and its the 17th
wonderful volume of the amazing "Aubrey/Maturin" series.In this tale Aubrey and Maturin will at
first return to England, after their exploits in the Great South Sea, with Jack Aubrey a happy man
but for Stephen Maturin is a disaster, due to the fact that his daughter is autistic and his wife,
Diana, gone.While most of the tale is played out on land, with castles and sitting rooms in
abundance, but when it is necessary to set sail Aubrey and Maturin are ready to go.At first they
are to go on a decoy mission to the Gulf of Guinea to suppress the slave trade, before returning
to their ultimate destination, being Ireland.For it is Ireland that the French have chosen as a
place of invasion, and it will be Aubrey's seamanship and Maturin's cunning as a intelligence
agent that will do the work for the British.What is to follow is an astounding tale of seamanship,
intelligence, and human emotions that will set this tale on its wonderful course, and all this is
brought to us by the author in his own outstanding and authentic fashion.Highly recommended,
for this is another remarkable addition to this tremendous series, and that's why I like to call this
episode: "A Classic Commodore"!”

Pat Harrison, “The Commodore: Aubrey/Maturin series, book 17. I am currently reading the
entire series and would recommend this to anyone who wants to get the flavour of life in the
Royal Navy at a very exciting time in our history when all ships were dependent on Mother



Nature to provide useful winds and clement weather. There is so much detail in all the books;
from the personal viewpoints of both Captain Aubrey and Doctor Maturin, their wives and their
lives, to their day to day experiences on one of His Majesty's gun boats.I would recommend this
series to anyone who is looking for a good read. It should keep that someone happily quiet for
some considerable time.”

simon james giles, “Book 17 of 21 so think you know what to expect by now.. If you are into Book
17 of the series you know what to expect. Good as always”

NEMO, “I purchased all the paperbacks of the series and thoroughly enjoyed them. So much
more authentic than Forrester's Hornblower. I read this book years ago. I purchased all the
paperbacks of the series and thoroughly enjoyed them. So much more authentic than Forrester's
Hornblower. In downsizing on moving home we had to reduce the size of our book collection, but
I've now returned to enjoying Patrick O'Brian'ssaga all over again on my iPad”

The book by Eric Carle has a rating of  5 out of 4.7. 737 people have provided feedback.
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